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A CHRISTMAS BLESSING 
May the feet of God walk with you, 
and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you, 
and his ear hear your cry. 
May the smile of God be for you, 
and his breath give you life. 
May the Child of God grow in you, 
and his love bring you home. 

1983. Aub Podlich, friend from way back and Lutheran pastor in Queensland, sent me A Christmas 
Blessing together with a lot of other poems towards the end of 1982. It was a busy time, and it wasn't 

until January '83 that I sat down to put a tune to it. The words sang themselves — a two minute melody! 
Many people have obviously thought that the 8 lines don't say quite enough, and have added their own 
verses for weddings, funerals, anything! Though there may be occasions when some extra words seem 

desirable, Aub likes it as it is, and so do I (usually sung twice). Sometimes less equals more. 

AAss  yyoouurr  sseerrvvaanntt  PPaattrriicckk  pprraayyeedd  lloonngg  aaggoo,,  mmaayy  yyoouu  bbee  bbeehhiinndd  aanndd  bbeeffoorree  mmee,,    
aabboovvee  aanndd  bbeellooww  mmee..  MMaayy  yyoouurr  pprreesseennccee  tthhaatt  wwee  cceelleebbrraattee  aatt  CChhrriissttmmaass    

ssttaayy  wwiitthh  uuss  tthhrroouugghh  eevveerryy  ddaayy  aanndd  nniigghhtt  ooff  tthhee  yyeeaarr..  

Use: Christmas, farewell, close of worship, confirmation, baptism, marriage, funeral. 


